


The method of reading the Bible we’ll use has 
three basic steps:

1. Observation: What do I see?
2. Interpretation: What was the author’s 

original intent?
3. Application: What should I do?



GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR 
APPLICATION
A. Find a timeless principle
B. Identify a personal action step in light of 

the principle
C. Ask key questions:

II.



1. Is there a sin to avoid?
2. Is there a command to obey?
3. Is there a promise to claim?
4. Is there a prayer to repeat?
5. Is there a passage to memorize?
6. Is there an aspect of God’s character to 

enjoy?
7. Who do I know that does this well and 

that I can imitate?



WHY APPLICATION IS THE GOAL
A. Information is never enough
B. Our spiritual growth depends on it
C. The people around us need it

III.



1 Timothy 6:17-19
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to 
be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as 
a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life.



1. Come up with as many observations about this 
passage as you can (5 minutes)
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1. Come up with as many observations about this 
passage as you can

2. Respond to key questions surrounding interpretation 
(10 minutes)
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1. Come up with as many observations about this 
passage as you can

2. Respond to key questions surrounding interpretation
3. Answer the questions in your packet regarding 

application (10 minutes)

[TABLE TALK]



SOME PRINCIPLES/
APPLICATIONS FOR 1 TIMOTHY 6

The more we can de-emphasize worldly  
wealth, the better chance we have of a 
healthier eternal perspective



SOME PRINCIPLES/
APPLICATIONS FOR 1 TIMOTHY 6

Focusing on worldly possessions can 
unintentionally sidetrack my relationship   
with God



REVIEW
• Observation: collect facts from the 

passage

• Interpretation: determine the original 
meaning of the passage

• Application: answer the question what 
should I do?



What are your main takeaways from Methods?
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