


Have you been able to incorporate into your Bible reading 
any principles we’ve discussed so far? If so, please share 
with your table. If not, what do you plan to include in the 
future?

[TABLE TALK]



The method of reading the Bible we’ll use has 
three basic steps:

1. Observation: What do I see?
2. Interpretation: What was the author’s 

original intent?
3. Application: What should I do?



GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATION
A. Ask, “What is this book about?”
B. Consider the context- pay attention to 

what comes before and after the 
passage

II.



BOOK

CHAPTER

PARAGRAPH



GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATION
C. Compare keywords, phrases, and events 

that are mentioned in other parts of the 
Bible

D. Consider the culture- customs and 
societal norms were different than ours- 
as much as possible, take that into 
account

II.



GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATION
E. Interpret based on the literary type
F. Consult with others- learning is best 

when done in community
G. Don’t look for hidden meanings

II.



Judges 6:36-37
Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my 
hand as you have promised— look, I will place a 
wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew  
only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I  
will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as  
you said.”



REVIEW
• Observation: collect facts from the 

passage
• Interpretation: determine the original 

meaning of the passage



INTERPRETATION REMINDERS
1. What’s this book about?
2. What comes before and after the 

passage?
3. What would the original readers think?



Look at your observations from Mark 4:35–41. 
In light of those observations, discuss the following 
questions at your table. You will also need to refer to the 
background information on Mark from the previous section.

[EXERCISE]



• What is the book of Mark about?
• What was happening directly before this passage?
• What are some thoughts a person might have had when 

hearing this story for the first time?
• What about Jesus is Mark trying to emphasize in this 

passage?

[EXERCISE]




